
H E A R I N G  DAT'E : October 20, 2 1  and November 1, 1 9 8 9  
PFC"i'S1ON EATE: Decerober 6, 1989 

1 The Brnerican UnivorsLty requests specia 1 e x c e p t i o n  
r ~ l - i e f '  to r e i n s t - j  f u ~ e  sn accessory D a r k i n g  lot operation f o r  
the duration of the Czmpus P l a n  ( 1 9 8 9 - 2 0 0 0 )  which is t-lie 
st ibject  of FZA A p p l - i c a t i c r  No. 1 

3 .  The parking Lot i s  across New ivrexic'o Avenue from 
t h p  main p a r k i n g  l o t  of ?'he American TTr,iversit~~ which is a 
s-urface l o t  c c r P a i n F n q  space f o r  902 v e b i c l . ~ ~ ,  South of' The 
American TSni.versity p a r k i n g  Lot i s  the SuS-+-on P l a c e  
comrer r ia l  center at Kew Pexicc? Avenue and Kewark  Street. 
Across Newark Street. frcm +he thodirt Chiireh is t 
l \8arn F c h c c l  a ~ d !  the r ~ s : j d e n t  L neighborhood of 
Heiqhts. 

4, This B o a r d  previouslv approved the u s e  of the 
Metl-rc.c!ist C h u r c h  parking lot hv The A m e r i c a n  C n i w e r s j t y  ir 
F%F\ Applicatior To- 1356 '7  and 1 3  75 .  In F 2 A  Order No, 
13475, the B G ~ Z C ~  noted ? b a t  the '' o t  i s  excep t i cma l lv  w e l l  
r.aintFirLe-d at p r e s e n t ,  c7nd i t  wil l r e a s o n a b l v  necc  F sary 
and convenieri. to h o t h  t b e  Church the [ J r i v e r s i t v .  IF The 
approval cF t h e  second cpecial c:?ccption e x p i r e d  ir 1986, 



The Arerican U n i v e r s i t y  d i d  n o t  s e e k  t o  renew the a p p r o v a l  
a t  t h a t  time, 

5 ,  T h e  subject parkinq l o t  contains a t o t a l  of 1 0 8  
s p a c e s ,  and i s  used o n  weekends by t h e  Method i s t  Church. 
The A p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  a l l c w  The American U n i v e r s i t y  t o  
u s e  8 8  s p a c e s  i n  ?he p a r k i n s  l o t  t o  accornrncdate i t s  weekday 
p a r k i n g  needs  of s t u d e n t s ,  faculty, s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s  t o  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

6 .  Access t o  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  th rough  t h e  e x i s t i r i g  
gate on Newark S t r ee t .  The q a t e  w i l l  he  manned hy 
{ J n i v e r s i t y  p e r s o n n e l ,  The h o u r s  of operatiol? w i l l  n o t  
exceed  Monday th rough  T h u r s g a v  from 7:OO a.m. t o  9.00 p . m . ,  
and on F r i d a y  from 7:OO a.m, to 6:OC p.m, The l o t  w i l l  n o t  
he used  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on weekends o r  d u r i n g  academi-c 
h o l i d a y s  a n d  summer recess ,  The main tenance  o f  t h e  lot will 
be the j o i n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Methodist Church and The 
Ameri c a r  Y n i v e r s i t y .  

7. The U n i v e r s i t y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  
Method i s t  C h u r c h  l o t  by t h e  s tudent : ,  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  and 

ed v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  will p r o v i d e  
3 s ’ t y  i n  t h e  supplv of  p a r k i n q  s p a c e s  on the campusI 

w i l l  a l l o w  mere a r e a  t o  be devoted  t o  open s p a c e ,  and w i l l  
e n a b l e  t h e  subject p a r k i n s  l o t  t o  be  used more e f f i c i e n t l y  
wber, it is nct needed bv t h e  Church, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l ,  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  p a r k i n q  p rov ided  by t h i s  s i t e  w i l l .  
e n a b l e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  d e f e r  t h e  p a r k i n g  q a r a g e  i n  t h e  
immediate f u t u r e  a s  f u r t h e r  s e t  F o r t h  i n  t h e  r e v i s e d  
proposed  Campus P l a n  in RZB A p p l i c a t i o n  No. I 
P ~ e v i ~ u s l y ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t v  proposed t o  c o n s t r u c t  an 
above-grade p a r k i n g  s t r u c t i i r e  on t h e  campus t o  accopmodate 
i t s  p a r k i n g  n e e d s ,  

8 .  The  Method i s t  Church has  o p e r a t e d  t h e  par l t inq l o t  
adjacent- t o  t h e  Church for a t  l ea s t -  25 v e a r s .  The l o t  i s  
s h i e l d e d  frorr t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood by the Church 
s t r u c t u r e  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l a n d s c a p i n g  is p r o v i d e d  on t h e  
p e r i m e t e r  o f  the lot to f u r t h e r  s c r e e n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 
parked  c a r s ,  Finallv, t h e  use of  the p a r k i n g  l o t  by 
U n i v e r s i t y - r e l a t e d  v e h i c l e s  w i  11 h e l p  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  
o n - s t r e e t  p a r k i n q  o f  U n i v e r s i t y - r e l a t e d  v e h i c l e s ,  which 
shou ld  be  a f u r t h e r  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  neighborhood.  

9 .  The sub iec t  p a r k i n g  l o t  is s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  m a i n  
campus on1y by Nebraska Avenue, a n d  i s  immedia te ly  a c r o s s  
K e w  Mexico Fvenue from t h e  m a i n  U n i v e r s i t y  p a r k i n g  lot-. 
Because t h e  campus i s  n e a r l y  su r rounded  bv r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a s ,  t h e r e  a r e  n c  l o t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  campus which a re  
a p p r o p r i a t e  for a c c e s s o r y  p a r k i n g ,  no r  a r e  t h e r e  any a l l e y s  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  campus. The u s e  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
p a r k i n g  l o t  by b o t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t v  a n d  t h e  Method i s t  Church 
i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  and e f f i c i e n t  use of  l a n d ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
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i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a d j a c e n t  l o t s  QT l o t s  s e p a r a t e 2  o n l v  by an 
alley. 

10. The p a r k i n q  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  
Nebrsska Avenue from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and w i t h i n  e a s v  walk inq  
d i s t - a n c e  t o  any p o i n t  on  t h e  m a i n  campus, The l o t  i s  an 
ideal l o c a t i o r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  campus, T h e r e  a r e  c r o s s w a l k s  on  
Nebraska Avenue t o  p r o v i d e  a s a f e  and e f f i c i e n t  p e d e s t r i a n  
r o u t e  to t h e  campus, 

11. The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o ~ s u l t a n t s  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u r c h  p a r k i n a  lot i n  t h e  
immediate a r e a  o f  t h e  Nebraska Avenue l o t  w i l l  rec?uce 
unnecessa ry  c i r c u l a t i o n  for those l ook inq  f o r  p a r k i n g  
s p a c e s ,  The r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  contluclecl that t h e  lot i s  i n  a 
un ique  p o s i t i o n  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  menayerrrent 
proqrarr w i t h  no e x p e c t e d  a d v e r s e  impac t s  on t h e  ad -~acen t  
neighborhood.  

1 2 .  The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n q  lot i s  s c r e e n p d  by 
l a n d s c a p i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t rees ,  on t h r ~ e  s i d e s ,  and a n  t h e  
f o u r t h  s i d e  hv t h e  Church b u i l d i n g .  The l o t  i s  equipped  
with a g a t e  a t  i t s  en t r anc -e  t o  c o n t r o l  u n a u t h o r i z e d  use. 
The N e w  Mexico entrance h a s  been cha ined  t o  prec-lude its 
u s e .  

1 3 .  The p r o v i s i o n  of p a r k i n 9  spaces w i l l  be assiire 
for t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  Campus Plan  bv Acireement between t h e  
U n i v e r s i t s  a r d  the  Church. The maiultenaric-e of  the p a r k i p g  
l o t  wi..ll be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of b o t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and 
t h e  Church, and i s  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  aqreement. 

1 4 .  By report- d a t e d  October  1 3 ,  1 9 8 9  and t e s t i m o n y  a t  
t h e  h e a r i n q ,  t h e  O f t i c e  of Planninq OP) recomerded 
zpproval of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The OP noted  t h e  p r e v i o u s  u s e  
of t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  by t h e  Uni -vers i ty  d i d  no? c rea te  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  for t h e  church  o r  a d v e r s e  impac t s  on t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  OP s t a t e d  t h a t  it i s  Lighted  and 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  maintai ned.  OP recommended t h a t  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  be f e r  f i v e  years. 

1 5 .  By r e p o r t  d a t e d  JUPC 2 6 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  Department of 
P u b l i c  Works reconmended a p p r o v a l  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o r  The 
DPW r e p o r t  n o t e d  t h e  p r i o r  use by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  i.n good c o n d i t i o n  and well m a i n t a i n e d .  

1 6 ,  Py r e p o r t  dated October  1 3 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  Advisory  
~ e j - ~ h b o ~ h ~ o ~  Commission (ANC) 3D recommended a p p r o v a l  of t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o r .  The ANC 3D r e p o r t  asked  t h a t  t h e  main tenance  
a s ree rnen t  between t h e  Church a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  be  reduced  
t o  writinq t o  d e a l  w i t h  g e n e r a l  main tenance  and abandoned 
v e h i c l e s .  The ANC also asked  t h a t  the lot be atteRdei? 
d u r i n g  the- hours of U n i v e r s i t y  use. 



1 7 .  The Board i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  q i v e  g r e a t  we iqh t  t o  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  ANC,  The  Board f i n d s  that the agreement  
between t h e  Church and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
main tenance  i s  beyond t h e  scope  of  r ev iew o f  t h i s  Board. 
The i s s u e  o f  an a t t e n d a n t  a t  t h e  lot during t h e  h o u r s  of 
r i n i v e r s i t y  u s e  was addres sed  by t h e  A p p l i c a n t ,  and w i l l  be 
a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h i s  O r d e r .  

1 8 .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  was 110 oppositio~ to 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  e i t h e r  of  r e c o r d  o r  a t  t h e  public b e a r i n g .  

Based on t h e  fore t io ing  F i n d i n g s  of F a c t  and  the 
e v i d e n c e  of r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  A p p l i c a n t  
is s e e k i n ?  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  grantinq o f  which 
r p q t i i r e s  complianc-e w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  31 08 1 and 
t h a t  the r e l i e f  r e q u e s t e d  can  be g r a n t e d  a s  i n  harmony w i t h  
t h e  g e n e r a l  pu rpose  a n d  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
and. t h a t  it w i l l  n o t  t e n d  tc a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  o f  
n e i g h b o r i n q  p r o p e r t v .  The Roard conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  h a s  r rp t  i t s  burden of p r o o f .  The u s e  of  the l o t  
i s  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  the American 
I J n i v e r s i t y  and wi ll h e l p  r e l i e v e  parkins p r e s s u r e s  1.n t h e  
a r e a .  The Lot i s  i n  good copdition, i s  wel l  m a i n t a i n e d ,  and 
i s  l o c a t e d  so as t o  be a c c e s s i b l e ,  safe  and c o n v e n i e n t  for 
such  u s e .  

GRANTED 

1, 

,-. 
L .  

3 .  

5 .  

6, 

Accord ing ly ,  it i s  ORDERER t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ~ O ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ N ~ :  

Approval s h a l l  be  for t h e  d u r a t i o n  of  t h e  Campus 
P l a n  ~ 1 9 ~ ~ - ~ ~ 0 0 ~  a.s set f o r t h  i n  BZA Order  1 4 6 4 0 .  

A I L  areas devo ted  t o  ch iveways ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s ,  and 
parking a r e a s  s h a l l  he  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a p a v i n g  o f  
m a t e r i a l  forming an a Il--wec.lther imperv ious  
s u r f a c e .  

Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  a l l  a d - i o i n i n q  

o v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  
t o  p r o i e c t  o v e r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n q  l i n e  on o r  
over t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  lot s h a l l  be  k e p t  f r e e  of  r e f u s e  
o r  d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be  paved o r  l andscaped .  
Landscaping s h a l l  bc  paintained i n  a h e a l t h y  
growing c o n d i t i o n  and i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  
appea rance .  

NO o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  be  conducted  from or upon t h e  
p remises  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  than an  
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VOTE : 

a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  shall- be erected or u s e d  upon 
t h e  p r e m i s e s  u n l e s s  such use o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  z o n i n g  district i n  
which t h e  p a r k i n g  lot i s  l o c a t e d .  

7. The h o u r s  of o p e r a t i o n  by the U n i v e r s i t y  shall n o t  
exceed 7:OO a.m. t o  9:OO p.m. onday t h r o u g h  
Thursday  and 7:OO a.m. t o  6:OO .me on Fridays, 
PP a t t e n d a n t  s h a l l  be p rov ided  a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

5 - 0  ( I r ; l i l l i a r n  I,. Fnsign, C h a r l e s  R. BJorris, Paula 
T , .  ~ e w ~ i 1  I j - l l i a m  F, McIntosh a n d  C a r r i e  L .  
T h o r n h i l l  t o  qrant). 

P Y  ORDER OF T H E  D . C ,  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ~D~~~~~~~~ 

EDWARD L, CURRY- 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

PURSUANT TO D.@, CODE SRC. 1-2531 (19871, SECTION 2 6 7  OF 
D.C. LAW 2 - 3 8 ,  ThE H U m N  F I G H T S  A C T  O F  4977, THE A P P L T C A N T  
IS R E Q U I R E D  T O  COMPLY F U L L Y  WITII  THE P R O V I S I O N S  O F  D.C, LAW 
2-38 ,  AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS D . C .  CODE, TITLE I ,  C w w T E R  2 5  
( 1 9 8 7 )  AND T H I S  O R D E P  TS ~ ~ N D ~ ~ ~ O N E D  U P O N  FULL-  ~ ~ ~ F ~ , ~ A ~ ~ E  

WTTH T H O S E  PROVISTONS ~ T F E  F A T L U R E  OR REFTISAP, O F  A P P L I C A N T  
170 COWPLY W I T H  ANY P R G V I S J O N S  O F  D.C, 
SHALL BE; A P R O P E R  I?F_SIS FOR T H E  R E V O C A T I O N  OF T H I S  ORDER.  

LAW 2 - 3 8 ,  AS AMFNDED, 

UNDER 11 DCMR 3103.1, "NO EECXSION OR ORDER O F  THE RCIFRD 
HAL18 TAKE E F F E C T  T E N  DAYS AFTER H A V I N G  BECOME FINAL 
URSUANT T O  T F E  SU NTAL EITLES O F  P R A C T I C E  AND F ~ O C E D U ~ E  

B E F O R E  T H E  BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  A D ~ J U S T ~ ~ ~ N ~  

THIS OFDEP OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A P E R r O D  OF 
A F T E F  THE E F F E C T T V E  DATE OF T H I S  ORDER LESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
PERIOD AN A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A R U T L D I N G  T OR C E R T I F T C A T E  
O F  O ~ ~ I ~ P A ~ ~ ~  I S  F I L E D  W I T H  WE;: DEPAR 
R ~ ~ U J ~ A ~ O ~ Y  A F F A I R S  



G O V E R N M E N T  OF T H E  DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

AS L:-,--c i ~ r ; :  F Lirector of t h e  Board cf Zoning 
?icijustr.c-r,t, T I - ~ r ~ k l -  c e r t i f y  and attest to the fc',ct t h a t  a 
letter has been mail to a l l  parties, dated I 

2nd mailed postage prepaid to each party who appeared and 
participated iri the public hearing concerning this Fatter, 
ard who is listed belcw: 

__. 1 Whayne S. Cuin, Esquire 
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & L,ane 
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100 
CC 20OC6 

2. Joseph C .  Murphy, Chairperscn 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-D 
F.C. Box 40846, Palisades Station 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

3. Paul Strauss, Chairperson 
Advisory Neighborhocd Commission 3-E 
P.0. Fox 9953, Friendship Station 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

4 .  F.obert E. Herzstein 
Neiqhbors f o r  a Livable Community 
4710 Kccdway Lane, N.W.  
DC 20016 

5 .  A l a n  M. Pollock 
4 4 2 8  Sedgwick St., N . W .  
DC 20016 

6. Frederick Allen, President 
S p r i n g  Valley Wesley Heights Citizens Assn. 
3880 University Avenue, N.W.  
DC 20016 

7. John P. Brown 
Embassy Park Condominium 
4230 Embassy Park Drive., N.W. 
DC 20016 

8. Stanley Baum 
4443 Springdale Street, N.W. 
DC 20016 
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9. Barbara T. Yeomans 
3909 - 48th St., N.W.  
DC 20016 

10. Charles Schulze 
4119 - 45th St., N.W.  
DC 20016 

11. Carolyn Carr 
Westover Place Com.unity Assn. 
4376 Westover Place, N.F?.  
DC 20016 

12. Glenbrook Road Association 
c/o Richard B. Nettler, Esquire 
Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Foffberger & Hollander 
1800 K St., N.W., Suite 600 
DC 20006 

13. John E. Montel, President 
Ft. Gaines Citizens Assn. 
4447 Springdale St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

14. Dr. Cyril Ponnamperuma 
4452 Sedgwick St., N.W.  
DC 20016 

15. Michael Wolf 
Citizens for Preservation of Residential Neighborhoods 
4532 - 43rd St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

16. Edward Flattau 
4532 Van Ness St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

17. Betty Sheffield 
4412 Springdale St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

1 8 .  Mary Jo Boya 
4 4 3 7  Sedgwick St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

19. Dr. M.S. Esfandiary 
4401 Sedgwick St., N.W. 
DC 20016 

20. Michael Geglia 
American University Park Citizens Assn. 
4712 Elliot St., N.W. 
DC 20016 
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2 1 .  J a m e s  & E u g e n i a  L a n g l e y  
4 4 0 4  S p r i n g d a l e  St., N.W.  
DC 20016 

2 2 .  Rosa L .  S u m p t e r  
4 4 1 6  S e d g w i c k  S t . ,  N.W. 
DC 2 0 0 1 6  

2 3 .  F a i t h  B u r t o n  
F t .  G a i n e s  C i t i z e n s  A s s n .  
4 4 4 1  Sedgwick S t . ,  N . W .  
DC 2 0 0 1 6  

2 4 .  Jill A b e s h o u s e  S t e r n  
4 8 4 0  G l e n b r o o k  R d . ,  N.W. 
DC 2 0 0 1 6  

EDWARD L.  CURRY 
E x e c u t i v e  Director  

DATE : 


